       CANADIAN FOOTBALL OFFICIALS ASSOCIATION                 

                                     (Established 1969)
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                                 2014  CFOA EXAMINATION A

                               GENERAL RULES KNOWLEDGE. 


Statements provide are either true, yes, correct or false, no, incorrect

If the answer to the question is “yes”, “True” or “Correct”, put an X in the circle enclosing the C (for correct). If the answer to the question is “No”, “False” or “Incorrect”, put an X in the circle enclosing the I (for incorrect).

Only the answer sheet of the examination will be sent to the grader. You retain the questions for further study. Since correction is by performed key, you must use care in clearly marking correct circles on the answer sheet. 

Time Required - 60  to 90  minutes per exam.

	Note:

All questions are to be answered using the Canadian Rule Book for Amateur Football.
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	1
	On a punt the ball bounces inbounds at the B2 yard line and rolls and hits the pylon at the goal line and goes out of bounds. The kicking team has scored one point

	 
	 

	2
	Play stops for a measurement. Team A player goes to a knee and the trainer comes into check him. Before the measurement is completed the trainer says player is okay to play . Is the player allowed to stay in the game

	 
	 

	3
	Team B player goes to knee after the play and goes off for an equipment problem. The player must remain off for 3 plays

	 
	 

	4
	A player who goes down with an injury must stay off for 3 plays. 

	 
	 

	5
	 A player can have a communication device installed in his helmet or on his person.

	 
	 

	6
	The penalty for illegal communication is removal of the offending player until the illegal device is removed.

	 
	 

	7
	Team A is lined up to scrimmage the ball when Team A decides to kick and sends in their kicking team. The Referee signals time out with 12 seconds remaining on the play clock. Should the play clock be reset for 20 seconds?

	 
	 

	8
	Team B player goes down for injury with the play clock showing 5 seconds remaining. The referee stops the clock. Will the play clock be reset to 20 seconds for Team A.

	 
	 

	9
	Prior to the 3 minute warning in either half and the clock malfunctions, Team A be allowed 20 seconds to put the ball in play.

	 
	 

	10
	After the 3 minute warning in either half and the clock malfunctions, the only correction is that Team A be allowed 20 seconds to put the ball in play.

	 
	 

	11
	Time is signaled in for a kickoff and the kicking team exceeds the 20 seconds on the play clock. The kicking team is accessed a 10 yard penalty.

	
	

	12
	During the 2014 season the ineligible numbers will include numbers in the 70's.

	 
	 

	13
	In the 2015 season numbers in the 40,s will be eligible numbers.

	 
	 

	14
	A kick that does not cross the line of scrimmage will be considered a dribbled ball.

	 
	 

	15
	A forward pass is only complete if the player after catching the ball maintains complete and continuous control of the ball throughout the process of contacting the ground.

	 
	 

	16
	A facemask foul includes grasping the chinstrap ear hole with closed fingers.

	 
	 

	17

	A player may not use the crown of his helmet as the primary point of contact on a player even if he commits himself before the ball is dead .

	 
	 

	18
	 A head leading block to block or ram an opponent does not apply to the ball carrier

	 
	 

	19
	It is legal to use the crown of the helmet when tackling the ball carrier.

	 
	 

	20

	A1 takes a hand off at the B3 yard line and drives into the line with his head lowered and strikes B62 with his helmet and drives him back into the end zone. This hit is legal.

	 
	 

	21

	During the play B55’s helmet comes off not as a result of a foul. B55 continues to chase the ball carrier and attempts to make the tackle. A79 blocks B55 to prevent him from reaching the ball carrier. This is a dual foul situation with B55 being required to leave the field for 3 plays?

	 
	 

	22

	QB1 drops back to pass. Blocker A2 takes a step backward maintaining a squared off position to protect the passer. Rusher B1 crosses the line and forcefully drives into the head of A2 with his body. A2 des not drive forward but maintains his position. This is a legal block.

	23
	A player is considered a defenseless only in the act of passing.

	24
	A player is considered defenseless if he is attempting to catch a pass.

	 
	 

	25
	A runner who has his forward progress stopped is considered a defenseless player.

	 
	 

	26
	A punt receiver is not considered defenseless attempting to field a kick in the air.

	 
	 

	27
	A quarter back is not considered defenseless after a change of possession.

	 
	 

	28
	A blocker moving toward or parallel to his own end zone and approaches the opponent from behind or from the side has committed a blind side block on a defenseless player.

	 
	 

	29

	Team A punts into the Team B end zone. Team B punts receiver throws the ball out of the end zone to the B7 yard line where a Team A player falls on the ball. Team A may elect 1 point and Team B ball 1stD at B 35 or elect to have the Team A 1stD at the B7.

	 
	 

	30
	Forcibly hitting a defenseless player's head or neck area with a shoulder is illegal.

	 
	 

	31
	Using the top/crown or forehead parts of a helmet is illegal against a defensive player.

	 
	 

	32
	To launch at a player by leaving both feet to tackle a ball carrier is always illegal.

	 
	 

	33

	In attempting to make a tackle the player wraps his arms around the ball carrier and incidentally contacts the ball carrier with his facemask. This is illegal.

	 
	 

	34
	It is not illegal hit on a receiver in the air who has curled his body in anticipation of contact.

	
	

	35
	For an illegal hit on a defenseless player is always a penalty of 15 yards.

	36
	Roughing the passer is a foul on the quarterback

	 
	 

	37
	 If a passer has one or both feet on the ground a tackler can hit the passer below the knee if his initial contact is above the knee

	 
	 

	38
	If defender is contacted by another player he may initiate a roll to forcibly hit the passer below the knee

	 
	 

	39
	A defender may swipe or grab a passer in the knee area or below in an attempt to tackle him

	 
	 

	40

	Driving a passer down after the passer has thrown the ball constitutes unnecessary roughness

	 
	 

	41
	A defender is prohibited from the use of his hands, arms or other parts of his body forcibly in in the head or neck area 

	 
	 

	42
	After a safety touch, the scoring team shall be given the option of how the ball is put into play.

	 
	 

	43
	A punted ball bounces along the ground.  B11 goes to one knee to pick the ball up.  The ball remains alive.

	 
	 

	44

	Team A has twelve players in the huddle.  A42 runs onto the field and joins the huddle.  Five seconds later, A42 leaves the huddle and goes immediately to the Team A bench.  This is legal.

	 
	 

	45
	Time outs in overtime are 60 seconds in length.

	 
	 

	46
	An official who recognizes that a player is displaying symptoms of a concussion should advise the player’s coach or trainer immediately.

	 
	 

	47
	The held official is primarily responsible for ruling on lateral passes behind the line of scrimmage.

	48

	In order to declare a five yard penalty for no yards, the following two conditions must be met: (i) the ball must have hit the ground and (ii) the kicking team players must have made an effort to retreat before the ball is touched by the receiving team.

	 
	 

	49

	A forward pass is tipped twenty yards past the line of scrimmage by a Team B player.  Team B players may legally interfere with Team A players.

	 
	 

	50
	On a broken running play, the ball carrier is legally permitted to throw the ball to any eligible receiver even with ineligible blockers downfield.

	 
	 

	51

	A12 attempts a forward pass which is touched by a Team B player before it crosses the line of scrimmage.  All players are now eligible to catch the pass.

	 
	 

	52

	Team A is 1D and 10 from their 30 yard line.  They set up the play as a shovel pass to the full back A 30.  At the A 28 yard line, B 45 knocks A 30 down to the ground.  This  is a legal play by B 45.

	 
	 

	53
	Ball carrier A19 lowers his head and deliberately rams B98 in the open field.  This is a head leading blocking foul.

	 
	 

	54

	A56 attempts to block B62.  Initial contact is made within B62’s frame but A56’s hands slide up and forcefully make contact with B62’s head.  This is an illegal use of hands foul.

	 
	 

	55
	In a scrimmage kick formation, the centre has special protection only until the ball is snapped and the centre raises his head.

	 
	 

	56
	On a punt, A36 is attempting to tackle the team B receiver when he is pushed from behind by B67. This foul should be reported as a block from the rear.

	 
	 

	57
	Team A3D and 2, gain one yard when B54 is called for piling on. Team A will be awarded first down.

	 
	 

	58

	For any UR foul where the distance is not gained, the non-offending team has the option of having the penalty applied at PLS, DR or of allowing the play to stand and have the penalty applied at PBD, with downs continuing.

	 
	 

	59

	Team A 2D 10 on the A30. A23 fumbles a hand off at the A28 and Team B dribbles the ball to the A10 where A35 recovers. The next play will be Team A’s ball 3D.

	 
	 

	60

	Team A punts. Receiver B72 is backing up toward his own goal line. The ball deflects off his hand and rolls into the B end zone. B72 recovers the ball and advances the ball out to the B6 where he is tackled. Team B does not have the option of scrimmaging at the B20

	 
	 

	61
	Quarterback A5 spikes the ball to stop the clock.  This should be called Intentional Grounding.

	 
	 

	62
	Team A throws a forward pass.  A87 tips the ball.  The ball hits the umpire. The ball remains alive.

	 
	 

	63
	 When the ball carrier runs out of bounds on first down, the ball shall belong to his team at the point where his foot touched or crossed the sideline.

	 
	 

	64
	Team A fumbles the ball near the sideline.  The ball hits B20 and rolls out of bounds at the B35.  The ball belongs to Team B.

	 
	 

	65
	The entire ball must be over the goal line in order for a touchdown to be scored.

	 
	 

	66

	 A12 is punting from the end zone.  B44 blocks the punt.  The ball is rolling loose in the end zone.  B12 dives at the ball and knocks it over the deadline.  Team B has scored a safety.

	 
	 

	67

	Team A punts the ball into the Team B end zone.  B90 catches the punt and runs the ball out of the end zone to the B3.  He then retreats back into the end zone.  He leaves the end zone again and is tackled at the B5.  Team B does not have the option of scrimmaging at the B20.

	 
	 

	68
	The head, arms and hands of the centre may be in advance of the line of scrimmage.

	 
	 

	69
	 If Team A has only eleven players on the field, they do not need an eligible receiver on both ends of the line.

	 
	 

	70
	A kickoff goes 12 yards in the air and then bounces back 5 yards is this a legal kickoff?

	 
	 

	71

	The ball carrier, A2, is running with the ball. Tackle A67 is leading the interference for A2.  B3 blocks A67 at the thigh and in front seven yards beyond the line of scrimmage.  This is not a foul.

	 
	 

	72
	Team A attempt a short kick-off from the A45.  The ball is coming down at the B50.  The kicker grabs the ball in flight and falls to the ground.  This is a legal play

	 
	 

	73
	On 3D, A7 punts.  Onside A22 is blocked by B12 from the front and above the waist two yards behind the line of scrimmage.  This is not a foul.

	 
	 

	74

	Quarterback, A7, is ten yards behind the line of scrimmage.  He throws a forward pass that is deflected by B12 who is standing two yards from A7.  The ball is caught by ineligible receiver A50 two yards behind the line of scrimmage.  This is not a foul.

	 
	 

	75
	Only Team A ineligible receivers may block downfield prior to a forward pass being caught behind the line of scrimmage.

	 
	 

	76

	Team A 1D and 10 at the B18. A forward pass is thrown toward the end one. B2 pushes A1 to the ground in the end zone while the ball is in the air. The ball hits the goal post.  Defensive pass interference should be called?

	 
	 

	77
	On a first down measurement, the clip is placed at the front of the back yard stripe.

	 
	 

	78
	In a four-man crew, the sideline official on the short side of the field will go downfield before the ball is punted.

	 
	 

	79
	 End A80 is in a three-point stance.  Prior to the snap, he comes out of his stance.  The sideline official should throw his flag and whistle the play dead.

	 
	 

	80
	In a five man official crew, the back umpire determines which of the sideline officials are the “held” and “free” officials.

	 
	 

	81
	Following a time out after the three-minute warning, Team A is called for illegal procedure. Team B declines the yardage penalty. The clock will start on the snap.

	 
	 

	82
	The Head Coach calls for a time out and the Head Linesman whistles and signals time out. Is this correct?

	 
	 

	83
	The penalty for a time count violation on a convert applied may be applied on the kickoff.

	 
	 

	84
	Team A kick from the B52, the ball bounces at the B7 and hits the goal post and Team B gain possession in the end zone.  The play should be whistled dead?

	 
	 

	85
	The primary responsibility for the count of downs and control of the yard sticks is the Referee

	 
	 

	86

	A23 fumbles the ball into the Team B end zone where B56 touches it and a Team A player knocks the ball out of bounds. Has Team A scored a touch down

	 
	 

	87
	After any successful field goal, Team B’ s options are to scrimmage at their 35 yard line or have Team A kick off

	 
	 

	88

	Team A sets up a screen pass. Blocker A55 proceeds five yards downfield before he contacts linebacker B33.A1 overthrows the intended receiverA75, who is three yards behind the line of scrimmage. the ball lands two yards beyond the line of scrimmage.A55 should be called for an ineligible receiver down field.

	 
	 

	89
	The centre is not allowed to switch positions with another player, once the centre has assumed a three-point stance.

	 
	 

	90
	A block above and block below the waste made by two Team A players simultaneously in the close line area play is legal.

	 
	 

	91
	On a kickoff, The ball hits the goal post upright in flight. Team B awarded the ball at the B20 or option.

	 
	 

	92
	Team A dribbles the ball into the Team B end zone. With offside A1 two yards from him, B2 fumbles the dribbled ball that is recovered by A1. Team A has scored a touchdown

	 
	 

	93

	Team A QB attempts to pitch out the ball from the A28 and it lands on the A26. The ball then bounces to the A30 where Team A lineman recovers the ball. Is this legal?

	 
	 

	94
	Only players who are onside can recover a blocked kick that goes in an offside direction.

	 
	 

	95

	A1 punts. The ball is lying on the B40 with a Team B player within the 5-yard zone. Offside A2 is within 2 yards of the ball when A1 enters the 5-yard zone and recovers the ball zone. If A2 does not interferes with the Team B player to prevent him from recovering the ball this is a legal play

	 
	 

	96
	Players of either team can create interference once a forward pass has been touched by an eligible receiver

	 
	 

	97
	Team A fumble, Team B recovers and then Team A regains possession and throw a forward pass.   Is this a legal play? 

	 
	 

	98

	Quarterback A15 is 10 yards behind the line of scrimmage. He throws a forward pass that is deflected by B56 who is standing two yards away from A15. The ball is caught by A tackle 50 three yards behind the line of scrimmage. This is a legal play


	 
	 

	99

	A34 fakes into the line and veers off his line of motion to deliberately run into the Umpire. This act should be ruled rough play disqualification no yardage penalty

	 
	 

	100

	Team A calls a time out with 3:11 left in the fourth quarter. Team A has 2D at the A5. On the next play, A17 runs for 100 yards and is forced out at the B5. The clock is stopped with 2:53 remaining. On the next play the clock will start on the snap. 
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